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ARIZONA INDUSTRIES FOR THE BLIND  

TO RECEIVE NATIONAL AWARD 
 

(PHOENIX – December 7, 2001) – Arizona Industries for the Blind (AIB) has been awarded the 
Defense Logistics Agency’s (DLA) prestigious Outstanding Javits-Wagner-O’Day Program Vendor 
Award.  “We are very pleased to see that our hard work and dedication has been noticed by DLA ,” 
remarks Donald H. Peterson, General Manager, Arizona Industries for the Blind.  The presentation of 
the award will take place on January 9, 2002, in Springfield, Virginia. 
 
As a publicly operated enterprise with the Arizona Department of Economic Security, Rehabilitation 
Services Administration, AIB provides employment for over 80 people who are blind and who for many 
years have produced a myriad of high quality products for DLA’s Defense Supply Center – Philadelphia.  
The Defense Supply Center Philadelphia nominated AIB for this award.  At the present time, AIB 
manufactures litters and operating tables for DSCP, provides storage and distribution services for more 
than 4,000 lighting supply items, insignia, patches, tape, webbing, uniforms and clothing for military 
personnel from DSCP.  “During this difficult time for our nation, AIB is proud to be able to serve our 
military and looks forward to assisting the Defense Supply Center with any requests it has in this current 
climate,” says, Peterson. 

 
Most of the employment opportunities at AIB are created through the Javits-Wagner-O’Day Act, 
which leverages the purchasing power of the Federal Government through mandatory procurement, to 
create work opportunities for people who are blind or have other severe disabilities. 
 
It is through AIB’s association with National Industries for the Blind (NIB) that a variety of 
production contracts have been awarded to AIB.  Founded in 1938, NIB is a not-for-profit 
organization whose mission is to enhance the opportunities for economic and personal 
independence of persons who are blind, primarily through creating, sustaining, and improving 
employment.  This is accomplished through 86 associated agencies at 211 locations throughout 
the United States. 
 
NIB associated agencies provide more than 2,000 products and services to the federal and commercial 
marketplace under the trade name SKILCRAFT .  Federal agencies can purchase SKILCRAFT 
products through www.jwod.com, www.gsaadvantage.gov, www.onetouch.navy.mil, 



www.fedcenter.com, www.emal.dla.mil.  To access a listing of JWOD distributors, visit 
www.jwod.gov.  
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